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West Midlands Junior Rowing Championships 
Sunday 3rd March 2019 

 
 
Notes for Clubs and Competitors 
 
The Championships will be held at Stourport Boat Club over an 1800m course. The 
post code for the club is DY13 0AA 
 
Documents relating to this event are on the event web site: 
www.rowingwestmidlands.wordpress.com 
 
All competitors seeking selection for JIRR must be available to race on Saturday 27th 
April 2019 
 
Please read the following notes carefully. 
 
Trailer Parking 
Trailers will be parked within the club grounds and on the car park behind the leisure 
centre, towing vehicles must be moved to the Swifts car park adjacent to the club.  
Trailers parked on the rear carpark should allow clear access from SBC to the main 
road for emergency vehicles. Trailer park monitors will be on site to assist with parking. 
 
Competitors and supporters carparking will be at the public pay and display sites 
which are located on the other side of the river DY13 3SA.  
 
Coach Parking 
Coaches will be able to drop off near the club and then park at the designated 
location on the other side of the river. Address: Elite Aluminium Unit O, Severnside 
Business Park, Waterside, Severn Road, Stourport-on-Severn DY13 9EZ. 
 
Gazebos 
Gazebos can be erected on the riverbank, club side, upstream from the club, above 
the bridge. 
 
Registration 
On arrival, all competitors must report to registration where registration details will be 
checked.  All Clubs & Schools must pay for their entries before the event. Payment 
online is preferred but cheques should be made out to West Midlands Rowing 
Council. Registration opens at 8:00am. 
 
Safety Briefing 
There will be ONE safety briefing at 0830hrs. All coaches, coxes and 
steersmen/women are expected to attend. This will be by the club steps but may be 
relocated in bad weather. 
 
Boat Checking 
WMJRC is run under the British Rowing Rules of Racing and RowSafe. ALL boats will be 
checked before racing and coaches are requested to pay particularly attention to 
the 7cm rule for heel restraints and to ensure that bow balls etc are secure. And 
don’t forget your seats!  
 
If a boat fails a safety check, the umpire will complete a failure form, a copy of 
which will be given to you on request. 
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Suitable Clothing 
Every effort will be made to reduce the time held on the water. Competitors should 
ensure they have enough layers to remain warm whilst being held at the start. Junior 
coaches should take special care to ensure junior crews are suitably dressed. 
Crews may be stopped from boating if suitable clothing is not being worn. 
 
River, weather & bankside conditions 
River levels and weather forecasts will be monitored in the run up to the event. Paul 
Holmes, safety officer, is monitoring the situation and the weather forecasts. 
Currently, we are confident that the river will be in the right place on Sunday. 
However, it will be very muddy – wellies are advised. 
 
A final decision on whether the event will go ahead or whether we have to cut 
younger age-groups / small boats will be made mid-morning on Saturday. We realize 
this is quite late but we are aiming to give as much time as possible to make a 
rational decision. 
 
Boating On 

Division 1 

Crews 101 122 123 158 Start 

Timing 1st wave - 9:00 to 9:30 2nd wave - 9:30 to 10:15 10:30 

 
Division 2 

Crews 201 230 231 267 Start 

Timing 1st wave - 11:30 to 12:00 2nd wave - 12:00 to 12:45 1:00pm 

 
Division 3 

Crews 301 339 340 371 Start 

Timing 1st wave - 2:00 to 2:30 2nd wave - 2:30 to 3:15 3:30pm 

 
In each division,  
1st wave – Boat on bows downstream. Proceed downstream on club side to the 
warm-up circulation area. Crews will be called up to the start by the safety launch 
monitor in the warm up area. 
2nd wave – Boat on bows upstream. Proceed directly to the start area. 
 
Crews not fully boated and away from the landing stage within the allotted times will 
receive a 10 second time penalty. 
 
Competent Coxes & Steersmen 
Please ensure that all coxes and steersmen are competent and confident to steer in 
adverse river and weather conditions. 
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Proceeding to the start 
Crews must proceed to the start on the east bank (Town side) unless they are told by 
the monitors that centre stream is clear. On reaching the marshalling area crews will 
be allocated marshalling positions by the Launch monitor (remember your number - 
you will be asked). Crews must not row at full pressure anywhere in the marshalling 
area. Boats will be marshalled with bows facing upstream according to the starting 
formation.  
 
At all times please respect other river users, particularly on the way to the start by not 
making contact with the moored cruisers. Please ensure all competitors are familiar 
with the map of the river  
 
On Finishing 
On finishing, all crews must continue paddling past the large Orange buoy below the 
finish before turning to give following racing crews room.  Proceed back to the Club 
on the west bank (Club side).  Ensuring that you are tight into the bank and remain 
aware of crews still racing.  A finish monitor will in position to ensure compliance. 
Returning crews must not overtake. 
 
Recording Incidents 
In the event of an accident/ incident the event will log a report with British Rowing.  
Individuals and or visiting clubs should do so as well. 
 
Event and JIRR selection rules 
The event rules and code of conduct are published on the event website.  
 
The fastest crew in a J14-16 qualifying event will be selected for JIRR. Competitors 
who have doubled up and won both events will be selected for one JIRR event. 
Coaches will be asked to nominate which event they prefer their crews to enter. In 
this case, the next fastest crew in the event will be selected. In some years the third 
fastest crews have ended up being selected, by default. 
 
If there is no opposition in an event the crew entered is ‘likely’ to be selected. 
The crew should race for time at WMJRC, if practicable, or submit head race scores 
from the 2016-17 season to the event coordinator. 
 
The JIRR squad will be selected on the day. Any ‘issues’ will be discussed at a 
coaches’ meeting directly after the event. All coaches of selected athletes are 
expected to attend the meeting. 
 
Gold Medals will be awarded in all events; Silver and Bronze will only be awarded 
where one other crew has been beaten. Only crews that have competed within 
correct Divisions will be eligible for medals. Medals may be collected at the end of 
each division, when results have been verified by the chief umpire. 
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Results 
Results will be posted on the internet after the event. We expect to be able to offer 
split times at 1km and Finish 
 
Food & Drinks 
Food and drinks will be available in the club house throughout the day. The bar will 
also be open at the usual times. 
 
Toilets & changing facilities 
Male & Female changing rooms, toilets & showers are available in the boat house. 
Toilets and baby changing facilities are available upstairs in the club house. 
Additional port-a-loos are available to the rear of the boat shed. 
 
GENERAL NOTICES  
The Organising Committee accepts no responsibility for competitors’ or spectators’ 
personal property.   
 
There is a public pay-phone in the High Street near the Wheatsheaf Public House – In 
an emergency 999 calls can be made in the boat house by the male changing 
room or from the club telephone located in the upstairs members bar. 
 
I look forward to seeing you for a competitive day of racing. 
 
 
Jane Sullivan 
Team Manager 
West Midlands Junior Squad 
25th February 2019 
 
 
 


